The protective effects of L-ascorbic acid and DL-alpha-tocopherol on cultured rat embryos treated with xanthine/xanthine oxidase.
Abnormalities of the neural suture were observed in cultured rat embryos exposed to oxygen radicals generated by xanthine and xanthine oxidase. The distribution of the severity of these abnormalities was altered by the addition of L-ascorbic acid (AA) or DL-alpha-tocopherol (AT). The antioxidant effect of AA and AT were probably responsible for the protection of the embryos from the damaging effects of oxygen radicals.